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Gosford Streetscape 
Guidelines, 2011
OCULUS FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

The primary objective of these design 
guidelines is to ‘provide a clear vision 
and framework for future streetscape 
upgrades within the City’s six urban 
and waterfront precincts. The 
guidelines provide a consistent and 
locally responsive palette of elements 
and materials which...facilitate the 
creation of great streets.” “They aim 
to help Council to create streets with 
a high level of amenity..and as a result 
act as a catalyst for retail and urban 
development in the City.”

This document takes into account the 
2010 masterplans and were developed 
in association with Council officers. 

Key issues include a local of consistent 
theme, poor pedestrian amenity and 
way finding, a need to express the 
unique qualities of Gosford, poor visual 
quality and the dominance of the 
vehicle. 

Gosford Waterfront 
Strategy, 2007 
TAYLOR CULLITY LETHLEAN

This early report, prior to the Our 
Vision Our Destiny masterplan of 
2010 outlines possible options for 
the design and development of the 
Waterfront. This concise strategy 
suggests the Waterfront is considered 
as a staged development of nodes 
along a cycle and pedestrian route. 
Whilst development sites are possible, 
like a medium sized marina, the focus 
is on community driven recreation 
spaces and a journey that links 
them along the water. The strategy 
recommends that the optimum width 
of the recreational land between 
the water and road should be 50-60 
meters to allow for walking, cycling, 
landscape and playgrounds. For this 
space to be possible the strategy 
has considered land reclamation or 
realignment of Dane Drive. 

Civic Improvement Plan

Gosford
C I T Y  C E N T R E  P L A N 

RevitalisingRevitalising

Gosford Civic 
Improvement Plan, 2007
NSW DEPT PLANNING ‘REGIONAL CITIES 
TASKFORCE’ FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

This plan “provides a description of the 
city infrastructure needed to support 
the growth and development of the 
city centre, and outlines the framework 
for contributions to be made from 
development towards funding and 
provision of the infrastructure.” This 
document was prepared prior to the 
“Our City, Our Destiny” masterplan 
and was accompanied by a Vision 
document, LEP and DCP. It appears 
to be the first mention of waterfront 
precinct and cultural centre.

The public domain framework plan 
includes ‘green fingers’ of street 
planting to link the streets with the 
surrounding bushland, the creation 
of an ‘urban stream’ to interpret the 
original creek that could link the 
hospital and waterfront, and the 
provision on amenities to support 
public open space. All of these plans 
remain relevant today. The upgrade of 
Kibble Plaza to its current design may 
have come from this plan. 

These strategies are proposed to be 
funded by a 4% S94A levy.

Brisbane Water 
Foreshore Floodplain 
Risk Management Plan, 
2015
CARDNO FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

Informed by a Floodplain Risk 
Management Study (also by Cardno), 
this report aim to direct and coordinate 
future management of flood prone 
land around the Brisbane Water 
Foreshore, and to educate community 
about flood risks. 

The main concern is coastal tidal 
flooding, often a result of severe 
coastal storm events. For Gosford 
the main impact is at the foreshore, 
with private properties unlikely to 
be affected. The impact of rising sea 
levels is also of significant concerns. 
Key finding of the study were that 
existing flood risks can be managed 
through controls, emergency response 
measures and minor works. “The 
impact of wind and swell induced 
waves were found to have an impact 
up to 20m from the foreshore edge 
for the majority of the waterway, 
with some areas near the entrance 
to Brisbane Water potentially being 
impacted up to 40m from the 
foreshore edge due to the influence 
of ocean swells...” The report outlines 
suggested DCP controls. Existing 
seawalls may require maintenance or 
raising in some areas. 

7.4
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The result of extensive community 
consultation, this extensive high 
level masterplan articulated the 
community vision for the Gosford 
City Centre with 5 key precincts. 
This masterplan forms the most 
comprehensive masterplan to date 
for the city centre and was the basis 
for further detailed urban studies 
on transport, movement and street 
upgrades. Little of the masterplan 
moved to implementation and most 
remains at a strategic high level with 
little detail. A more comprehensive 
update of this document is outlined in 
this section of the UDF report.

This Masterplan called “Our City, Our Destiny” (also 
referred to as The Gosford Challenge) is the key 
masterplan still relevant in large for the Gosford Area. 

This masterplan was developed by the former Gosford 
City Council, the Land and Property Management 
Authority and an extensive design team including 
Cox Architects, Arup and Oculus to name a few. The 
work was also the result of extensive community 
consultation including a 6 day design charrette 
in 2009. The work was largely supported by the 
community. This masterplan, as outlined in this 
appendix, builds on the recommendations of many 
previous reports. It remains as the most detailed and 
comprehensive masterplan since 2010. 

As such this work forms the basis of this 
implementation plan. The key structure and urban 
strategies of this masterplan remain largely relevant. 
In this UDF report, small updates are provided where 
time has altered a requirement or overall thinking. The 
focus of this report remains on how to implement this 
masterplan with meaningful actions and measurable 
results. It appears that for various reasons, very little 
of this masterplan has been enacted. There is however 
consensus and vision with this work that helps drive 
this implementation plan. 

The following summary outlines some 
of the key thinking of this masterplan. 

Key Strategic Aims:
In 2010 the Central Coast was expected to add 
100,000 new residents and 55,000 new jobs by 2031. 
Gosford City Centre was expected to add 10,000 of 
those new residents and 6000 new jobs. 

“ ... no other regional city or major centre within 
Sydney has the unique landscape and relationship to 
water. Through the power of its setting, the lifestyle 
of the Central Coast and its strategic and transport 
relationship to Sydney, Gosford clearly has the potential 
to both make a contribution in the Sydney context and 
adopt a more dynamic role within the Region.”

“ Gosford is designated to serve the regional catchment 
extending from Warnervale, Wyong and Tuggerah 
in the north, east to the coastline at The Entrance, 
Terrigal and Avoca, Woy Woy, Ettalong and Umina 
to the south and west to Somersby and the National 
Parks, a significant area of some 1,800 square 
kilometers... and a population of over 300,000...”

“ It is important that the villages of Gosford are 
reconnected with its heart, a city centre where 
people of all ages, incomes and cultural backgrounds 
feel they belong to a community that is vibrant, 
diverse, safe, healthy and sustainable. Gosford will 
become the focal point for the direct catchment and 
reduce the need to travel outside of the Central Coast 
by increasing commercial, retail, educational, work 
and social activities within the City Centre.”

“ Included in this Masterplan is an implementation 
section (‘Making it Happen’) that deals with how the 
public realm and infrastructure will be developed to act 
as a catalyst to encourage investment and development 
by local landowners, government and developers.”
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